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SUBJECT: AGHA SHAHI’S TRAVEL PLANS AND FUTURE 
REF: ISLAMABAD 2099 (NOTAL) 

1 . GOP ANNOUNCED APRIL 3 THAT AGHA SHAHI, ADVISOR FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, WILL LEAD SEVEN-MAN DELEGATION TO INDIA APRIL 10-12. 

2. VISIT GROWS OUT OF INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE S VISIT 
TO PAKISTAN IN FEBRUARY, AND STATUS OF SALAL DAM, ON THE 
CHENAB RIVER, IS GIVEN PROMINENCE IN THE TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED. 
INCLUSION OF GOP WATER & POWER SECRETARY MAJEED MUFTI, AN 
ADDITIONAL LAW SECRETARY, THE PUNJAB IRRIGATION SECRETARY, AND 
TWO "EXPERTS" IN THE DELEGATION REFLECTS THIS FOCUS. ALSO 
INCLUDED WILL BE FOREIGN SECRETARY SHAHNAWAZ AND COMMUNICATIONS 
SECRETARY MGEN SHAFQAAT AHMAD. 
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3. COMMENT: THE DATES OF THE VISIT REPRESENT A SLIGHT SHIFT FROM 
DATES SHAHI GAVE AMBASSADOR LAST MONTH. SHIFT IS PRESUMABLY THE 
RESULT OF SHAHI'S OWN PERIPATETIC SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF 
APRIL. SHAHI HAS BEEN AWAY FROM PAKISTAN IN NEW YORK ON UN RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION BUSINESS FOR NEARLY THREE WEEKS, HAVING COMBINED 
THAT TRIP WITH STOPS ALSO IN WASHINGTON, LONDON, AND GENEVA FOR 
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THE LOS CONFERENCE; HE RETURNS TO PAKISTAN ABOUT APRIL 7. DELHI 
WILL OCCUPY HIM FROM THE 10TH THROUGH THE 12TH, FOLLOWING WHICH 
HE IS LIKELY TO ACCOMPANY GEN. ZIA TO SAUDI ARABIA (15-19 APRIL) 

AND PLANS TO HEAD THE PAKISTAN DELEGATION TO THE CENTO 
MINISTERIAL IN WASHINGTON (19-20 APRIL). AND, HARD ON THE HEELS 
OF THAT GATHERING IS THE ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTER'S MEETING 
SCHEDULED FOR DAKAR ON APRIL 24. 

4. THERE ARE HINTS AROUND TOWN THAT AGHA SHAHI HAS DONE HIS OWN 
STANDING WITH HIS COLLEAGUES NO GOOD BY HIS CONTINUING LONG 
TRAVEL ABROAD. HE IS SEEN TO BE ABSENTING HIMSELF AT A TIME WHEN 
HE SHOULD BE HERE CARRYING HIS SHARE OF THE POST-BHUTTO VERDICT 
BURDEN. HE MAY, IN FACT, HAVE DECIDED ON THIS TACTIC 
DELIBERATELY. BUT THERE ARE SUGGESTIONS THAT IF AND WHEN THE 
MARTIAL LAW REGIME CONVERTS ITSELF TO A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT - OR 
EVEN IF IT DOES NOT - AGHA SHAHI MAY FIND HIMSELF BEING OFFERED 
AN AMBASSADORIAL ASSIGNMENT - POSSIBLY TO DELHI - RATHER THAN 
CONTINUING AS FOREIGN MINISTER. 
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